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Regular Meeting of the Mayor and City Council, Monday, April 20, 2009, 7:30 p.m., Mayor Jere Wood presiding.
Councilmembers Present: Councilman Jerry Orlans, Councilman Kent Igleheart, Councilman David Tolleson, Councilwoman Becky Wynn, Councilman Rich Dippolito, and Councilwoman Lori Henry

Staff Present: City Administrator Kay Love; Deputy City Administrator Aaron Bovos; City Attorney David Davidson; Police Chief Ed Williams; Fire Chief Ricky Spencer; Recreation, Parks, Historic and Cultural Affairs Director Joe Glover; Environmental/Public Works Director Stuart Moring; Water Resources Engineer Alice Champagne; Environmental Programs Manager/Executive Director of Keep Roswell Beautiful Janet Liberman; Environmental Education Specialist Laura Aikens; Finance Director Julia Luke; Planning and Zoning Director Brad Townsend; Grants Manager Danny Blitch; Community Information Coordinator Kimberly Johnson; Video Producer/Director Amy Kargus; Human Resources Director Diane Whitfield; Administrative Assistant Wendy Ademy; Mayor’s Executive Assistant Robyn Kenner; Building Operations Technician Doug Heieren; and City Clerk Sue Creel

Welcome – Mayor Jere Wood called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present
Pledge of Allegiance: Councilwoman Becky Wynn and Fire Chief Ricky Spencer
Consent Agenda:
1.
Approval of April 13, 2009 Council Brief Minutes.


Administration and Finance
2.
Approval of a Resolution for Identity Theft Prevention.


Administration and Finance


Resolution No. 2009-04-22

3.
Approval for the Mayor and/or City Administrator to sign contracts for Standby Engineering Design Services with the following companies: 1) Gresham Smith and Partners, 2) Hayes James, 3) Engineering Strategies, Inc., 4) Russell Engineering, Inc, 5) Integrated Science & Engineering and 6) GeoRay, Inc. for Water Resources related work in Public Works/Environmental Department.



           







Environmental/Public Works          
4.
Approval of a change order to Reynolds Inliner, Inc. for the Old Roswell Road culvert repair in the amount of $86,200.




          


Environmental/Public Works





5.
Approval to extend the Martin’s Landing Foundation Lakes and Ponds funding from Fiscal Year 2009 to Fiscal Year 2010. 



                     

Environmental/Public Works

6.
Approval of Budget Amendment 3800-04-20-09 and Project Budget Change Request in the amount of $35,000 to transfer funding from E911 Console Replacement Project to the E911 UPS Replacement project.  








Public Safety

7.
Approval of Budget Amendment 3250-04-20-09 in the amount $48,206.11 to recognize revenue in the Forfeited Assets Fund.  






Public Safety

8.
Approval of a Resolution to apply to the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) for an Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Training and Technical Assistance Grant in an amount of $113,900.  


Public Safety


Resolution No. 2009-04-23
9.
Approval to trade in confiscated weapons for new Patrol Officer rifles in the amount of $32,127 from Ed's Public Safety.  






Public Safety

10.
Approval of a Resolution to accept a Department of Homeland Security Fiscal Year 2008 Assistance to Firefighters Grant for RAD57 Carboxyhemoglobin Oximeters and approval of budget amendment 3520G2-04-20-09 to establish the budget in the amount of $39,950. 


Public Safety

Resolution No. 2009-04-24











Motion:  Councilman Orlans moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilwoman Henry seconded the motion.  There was no public comment.  The motion passed unanimously.  (Councilman Orlans, Councilwoman Henry, and Councilman Tolleson were present for the vote on the Consent Agenda.) 
Mayor’s Report:
1.
Recognition of Green Hair Contest Winners.
Environmental Programs Manager/Executive Director of Keep Roswell Beautiful Janet Liberman announced Councilwoman Becky Wynn and Fire Chief Ricky Spencer as the winners of the first Green Hair Contest.  The contest raised $550 and will be used for purchasing CFL light bulbs for the light bulb exchange held this Wednesday, Earth Day, between 3-7 p.m. The light bulb exchange is open to all Roswell citizens and employees of Roswell to bring in old light bulbs and receive up to 3 CFL light bulbs.  This is part of the City’s on-going sustainability efforts.  Georgia Power donated 500 bulbs and is asking everyone to sign a commitment form pledging their continued sustainability practices at home.  
2. Reading of a Proclamation for Special Populations Awareness Month.

Councilman Tolleson thanked the Mayor and Council for their on-going support throughout the year with disability awareness issues.  He also thanked Robyn Kenner and Laura Sidelinger from the Mayors Office, City Administrator Kay Love, Katie Troline from the Recreation and Parks Department, Stephanie Dye from the Community Development Department, and other staff members who volunteer their time throughout the year to include the Inclusion Task Force and ADA task force volunteers.  He thanked Diane Prindle, Leah Kelly, and students from Roswell High Toast N Roast Coffee Shop. 

Councilman Tolleson spoke regarding April being Special Populations Awareness month and stated everyone in Roswell is special.  According to the Census Bureau 20% of the population of all ages and circumstances have disabilities which can range from something you are born with or acquired later.    The belief in Roswell is all people have value.  Over the last year a structure was developed for an ADA Grievance Committee as part of the transition plan.  There has been ADA accessibility updates in several city facilities from installation of high-low drinking fountains to listening devices for the Cultural Arts Center.  They will also launch a dialog this month with North Fulton, Fulton County, Fulton County Schools, and others to discuss a public/private partnership to increase inclusive recreation and leisure activities.  In addition to the removal of physical barriers, the city and community will continue to work on the removal of cultural barriers that prevent everyone from fully participating in the community.   Councilman Tolleson introduced Susan Brown, Project Coordinator for Project Search, to describe the programs at North Fulton Hospital.
Ms. Brown stated Briggs and Associates, an employment company that works with individuals who have developmental disabilities, spoke to North Fulton Hospital about Project Search.  The purpose of Project Search is to place individuals with developmental disabilities into non-transitional types of jobs.  Positions were developed by extracting certain duties out of current positions.  Examples of positions are sterilizing IV equipment, filing, labeling supplies and storing supplies, and restocking supplies in patient rooms.  The positions needed to be something an employee could do successfully and have value to the organization.  The program started in 2004 with 9 employees, and today has expanded to include a student program.  Senior students in the Fulton County School System, who are in special education programs, can come on-site to the hospital and experience a variety of different jobs.  The program also teaches students work adjustment or work conduct skills.  North Fulton Hospital was the first in Atlanta to adopt the program and now Emory, Children’s, and Gwinnet Medical Center have adopted the program.  Ms. Brown thanked everyone who helps these citizens in becoming integrated in workplaces around the North Fulton Communities.  She introduced participants in the program who talked about working at North Fulton Hospital.  
Mayor Wood thanked North Fulton Hospital for including all citizens and being a leader in this program.  He read a proclamation for Special Populations Awareness Month which states that all people are of value to our society, regardless of their abilities, and proclaimed April, 2009 as Community Inclusion Awareness Month in Roswell.

Councilman Tolleson presented a plaque to North Fulton Regional Hospital with an inscription that reads: The City of Roswell Inclusion Task Force recognizes North Fulton Regional Hospital for its continued efforts to improve the quality of life for individuals with disabilities through meaningful employment with Project Search, April 20, 2009.
3. Approval of appointments to the Disability Grievance Appeals Committee.  

Councilman David Tolleson stated as part of the ADA transition plan, a Grievance Board needed to be established in the event staff is unable to resolve a grievance or complaint against the City. This citizen panel will serve to hear the grievance and make a recommendation to the Mayor and Council according to the terms with the Americans with Disability Act.
Mayor Wood stated the appointed members for the Disability Grievance Appeals Committee are Barbaraan Bongiovanni, Becky Dowling, Arie Kohn, Marshall Lichtenstein, Tim O’Neill, Diane Prindle, Jack Thompson, and Kylie Moore as alternate.

Motion:  Councilman Tolleson moved for the approval of appointments to the Disability Grievance Appeals Committee.  Councilwoman Wynn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

A break was called at 8:00 p.m. for a reception; the meeting resumed at 8:20 p.m.

4. Approval of a Resolution to accept the Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) grant award from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and approval of Budget Amendment 7323G2-04-20-09 in the amount of $721,321. 
Resolution No. 2009-04-25
Grants Manager Danny Blitch stated the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has created the program to provide emergency assistance to local governments so they can acquire and re-develop foreclosed properties that might become abandoned and could result in blight in the community.  The goal of the program is to stabilize neighborhoods and assist in mitigating the decline in the value of neighboring homes.  The program involves the purchasing of banked owned foreclosed properties and readying them for resale or rental.  Twenty-five percent of the funds are to be used for housing individuals and families whose incomes do not exceed fifty percent of the area median income.  There will be a request for proposal process and a selection of a certified housing development organization(s) to implement the program.  Mr. Blitch stated Habitat for Humanity of North Fulton and the AHMEN Housing are two certified organizations in Roswell.  He further stated that after the proposal process is completed, the recommendations will be brought to Mayor and Council for approval.  Mr. Blitch stated an application was filed in January for this grant and this was seeking approval from Mayor and Council.
Motion:  Councilman Igleheart moved for approval of a Resolution to accept the Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) grant award from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and approval of Budget Amendment 7323G2-04-20-09 in the amount of $721,321. Councilman Orlans seconded the motion.  There was no public comment.  The motion passed unanimously.

5. Approval of a resolution to recertify the City of Roswell as a Certified City of Ethics in the Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) program. 
Resolution No. 2009-04-26
Deputy City Administrator Aaron Bovos stated in October 1999 the Council passed a resolution to participate in GMA’s program.  In early 2000 the City received its first certification under the Certified City of Ethics.  Since that time, GMA has revised the program guidelines, which require cities to resubmit certification on a four year basis.  This recertification process is designed to keep ethics at the forefront of the government bodies.  This resolution is to re-certify the City of Roswell for another four year term, and the deadline is June 30, 2009.  Mr. Bovos stated that there are no amendments needed for this recertification.  An amendment was made by Council in October 2007, which dealt with the members of the board that will be submitted to GMA, and should not affect the recertification process.
The Mayor asked City Attorney Davidson to explain how an ethics complaint is heard, and how many ethics complaints the board has heard.  Mr. Davidson replied that a Board of Ethics is chosen by each Councilmember, and the process was adopted in 1997.  To date there has not been any complaints brought before the board.  

Mayor Wood commented there has never been probable cause to register a complaint to the Ethics Board against any elected official in the City of Roswell.

Motion:  Councilman Igleheart moved for approval of a resolution to recertify the City of Roswell as a Certified City of Ethics in the Georgia Municipal Association (GMA).  Councilman Tolleson seconded the motion.  There was no public comment.  The motion passed unanimously.

6. 
Approval of budget amendment 440A-04-20-09 to fund the final phase of the Space Planning Project by completing an interior renovation at 105A Dobbs Drive.  
Deputy City Administrator Aaron Bovos stated in January 2004 the City began the Space Planning Project, and as a result, several improvements were made to facilities, primarily City Hall and 1810 Hembree Road.  If this amendment is approved, 105A Dobbs Drive renovations will be completed for the needs of the Environmental/Public Works Department.  Staff recommends completing the interior space renovations, and as a result, 1950 square feet of space currently unoccupied will be added to the current occupied 2500 square feet of space.  The budget amendment will allocate $190,000 from the water fund and combined with money already available will provide $330,000 to complete the interior renovations. 

Motion:  Councilman Igleheart moved for approval of budget amendment 440A-04-20-09 to fund the final phase of the Space Planning Project by completing an interior renovation at 105A Dobbs Drive. Councilwoman Henry seconded the motion.  There was no public comment.  The motion passed unanimously.

7. Approval to renew an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with Fulton County, Georgia for Animal Control Services in the amount of $75,354.  
Deputy City Administrator Aaron Bovos stated in the spring of 2008 Council agreed to an Intergovernmental Agreement with Fulton County for Animal Control Services.  He stated that Fulton County provides animal control services for all of the municipalities throughout the county including all cities in North Fulton.  The original agreement was for a one year term.  This amendment extends the one year term from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.  This contract is estimated at $75,354 which is a reduction from the current $86,000.
Motion:  Councilman Igleheart moved for approval to renew an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with Fulton County, Georgia for Animal Control Services in the amount of $75,354. Councilwoman Wynn seconded the motion.  There was no public comment.  The motion passed unanimously.
Councilman Igleheart thanked Mr. Bovos for all of his help noting this was his last Council meeting as he was moving on to another position in Gwinnett County.
8. Approval to authorize the Mayor and/or City Administrator to sign a contract in the amount of $558,972 with Trident Insurance Company for property, casualty and liability insurance for the City of Roswell for the coverage period of May 1, 2009 to April 30, 2010.  
Director of Human Resources Diane Whitfield stated claims were down by $139,000 from last year due to a soft insurance market and an excellent claims history by the City of Roswell.  Ms. Whitfield stated Trident’s coverage is very close to the current carrier, and Trident’s bid came in lower.  
Motion:  Councilman Igleheart moved for approval to authorize the Mayor and/or City Administrator to sign a contract in the amount of $558,972 with Trident Insurance Company for property, casualty and liability insurance for the City of Roswell for the coverage period of May 1, 2009 to April 30, 2010.  Councilman Orlans seconded the motion.  There was no public comment.  The motion passed unanimously.
Convoy of Hope:

Mayor Wood asked Councilman Dippolito to comment on the recent Convoy of Hope.  Councilman Dippolito stated Convoy of Hope was a big success.  There were over 1,500 volunteers and more than 2,500 guests.  Left-over groceries went to North Fulton Charities.   Organizations that participated included 70 charities, 30 churches, businesses, and non-profits.  
Adjournment of meeting
After no further business, the Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m. for a Work Session on “Discussion of City of Roswell’s Sustainability Program.” 

Date Approved: ___________________________

________________________________


________________________________​​​

Sue Creel, City Clerk





Jere Wood, Mayor
















