
STATE OF GEORGIA




First Reading:  
July 12, 2010
COUNTY OF FULTON


         

Second Reading:      August 9, 2010
ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF ROSWELL CODE OF ORDINANCES AND THE ZONING ORDINANCE REGARDING THE KEEPING OF COMPANION ANIMALS, WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF ROSWELL


WHEREAS, the City of Roswell now desires to amend its Code of Ordinance and Zoning Ordinance to uniformly provide for specific provisions with regard to the keeping of companion animals; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor & City Council have determined that the regulation for keeping of companion animals is needed to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of Roswell; and 


NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to their authority, the Mayor & City Council adopt the following ordinance:

1.


The Zoning Ordinance of the City of Roswell Article 3, Section 3.2 Definitions, is hereby amended by adding new definition “Companion animals” to read as follows:

Companion animals: Any domesticated animal or pet kept by humans for such purposes as pleasure, company, or health benefits, rather than for utility or sale, as further defined in the Code of Ordinances Section 8.1.1.
2.

 The Code of Ordinances of the City of Roswell Article 8.1 Section 8.1.1 Definitions, is hereby amended by deleting the definition of Companion animal in its entirety and replacing it with a new definition of “Companion animals” including cross reference to read as follows:
Companion animals: Any domesticated animal or pet kept by humans for such purposes as pleasure, company, or health benefits, rather than for utility or sale.  A companion animal is either bred, raised, or trained to live in close proximity to humans and is dependent on humans for its food and shelter.   Companion animals include, but are not limited to, birds, cats, dogs, hamsters, guinea pigs, mice, fish, reptiles, pygmy goats, and Vietnamese potbelly pigs.  Companion animals do not include livestock or poultry, except as specifically permitted by law.
Companion animals may include wild or exotic animals, which requires a current state permit for the keeping of such animals pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 27-5-4.  Companion animals do not include livestock or poultry, except as specifically permitted by law. 

Cross reference:   Code of Ordinances:  Article 8.1 (Animal control), Section 8.1.1 (Exotic animals), Section 8.1.5 (Wild, exotic, and companion animals), Section 8.1.7 (Kennels, Permits), Article 8.8 (nuisance); and Zoning Ordinances: Chapter 3.2 (Definitions: Livestock, Poultry), Chapter 10.7 (livestock),  Chapter 10.41 (Poultry), Table 5.1 (Permitted uses in residential districts)

3.
The Code of Ordinances of the City of Roswell Article 8.1 Section 8.1.5 is hereby amended by adding new Section 8.1.5 (b) to control the number of dogs, pygmy goats and Vietnamese potbelly pigs each owner is allowed to keep at a residential unit, the limitation and cross reference is to read as follows:
8.1.5   Wild or,  exotic and companion animals. 

(a) Each owner, custodian, or harborer of any wildlife or exotic animal must obtain all necessary state and/or federal permits and/or meet and comply with all state and/or federal requirements for keeping such an animal.

(b). The following companion animals are limited to no more than three (3) per residential unit: dogs, pygmy goats, and Vietnamese potbelly pigs.
(c).  The following companion animals are limited to no more than ten (10) per residential unit: cats.    

Cross reference:   Code of Ordinances:  Article 8.1 (Animal control), Section 8.1.1 (Exotic animals), Section 8.1.7 (Kennels, Permits), Article 8.8 (nuisance); and Zoning Ordinances: Chapter 3.2 (Definitions: Livestock, Poultry), Chapter 10.7 (Livestock),  Chapter 10.41 (Poultry), Table 5.1 (Permitted uses in residential districts)

4.


The Zoning Ordinance of the City of Roswell is hereby amended by adding as a permitted use in all residential zoning districts the keeping of Companion animals to Table 5.1 to read as follows: 

TABLE 5.1

USES PERMITTED IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

USES





RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS

  




P = Permitted use           C = Conditional use           X = Not permitted  


(*) = Specific use regulations apply

Zoning District 


E-1
E-2
R-1
R-2
R-TH
R-THA     R-3      R-3A
R-4
R-4A
R-5
R-PUD R-HIST

Companion animals 


P          P      
P        
 P            P          P             P             P             P          P        P          P           P
 (see also City Code Article 8.1)
5.


This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted to municipal governing authorities in Chapter 35 of Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., known as the Municipal Home Rule Act of 1965.

6.


All ordinances, parts of ordinances and regulations in conflict here are repealed as of the effective date of this Ordinance.

7.


It is the intention of the Mayor and Council, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Zoning Ordinance, City of Roswell, Georgia and the sections of such text may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.  

8.

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the date of its adoption on  ________________ 2010, the public welfare demanding it.     

_____________________________

                                                  

   Jere Wood, Mayor

Attest:

______________________________

Sue Creel, City Clerk

(SEAL)


______________________________
______________________________
Councilmember Jerry Orlans


Councilmember Rebecca Wynn
______________________________
_____________________________

Councilmember Betty Price


Councilmember Richard Dippolito

______________________________
______________________________


Councilmember Kent Igleheart

Councilmember Nancy Diamond
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