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Consideration for the City of Roswell to partner with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), the National Park Service (NPS) and the Chattahoochee Riverkeepers (CRK) to ensure continuation of the BacteriAlert Program to monitor river water bacteria levels in the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area (CRNRA)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Objective and Purpose
· How safe is it to swim, wade and boat in the Chattahoochee River today? For a highly urbanized river such as the Chattahoochee, much of the answer depends on bacteria levels in the water. 
· The main objective of the program is to collect and analyze water samples for total coliform and Escherichia coli (E. coli) bacteria.  Results are posted on a publicly accessible website (http://ga2.er.usgs.gov/bacteria/) within 24 hours of data collection.  The website provides users with current predictions of E. coli bacteria concentrations within the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area (CRNRA).
· Predicting bacteria concentrations in “real time” is an asset to residents of Roswell:
· Residents can look on the website to determine how safe it is to paddle, fish, swim, wade and boat in the Chattahoochee River – that same day.
· Due to the program’s sampling results, the website alerts residents when there is a National Park Service river health advisory in effect.  

Other Governmental Partnerships and Dollars Committed -- $20,300 needed to match USGS portion

	Name
	Dollar Amount
	River Miles *

	Cobb Co. Water Authority
	$10,000
	24

	Gwinnett Co.
	$ 2,500
	24

	Sandy Springs
	Considering $2,500-$5,000
	10

	Johns Creek
	?
	13

	Fulton Co.
	Will not participate
	74

	Alpharetta
	Considering $2,000
	 0

	Milton
	Considering—amount to be determined
	 0

	Roswell
	$2,500
	12



	*Boundaries do overlap because some are counties which hold cities.  Each was calculated separately based on the Chattahoochee existing in the selected location.  The mileage was not calculated based on who is responsible for a certain part.



Monitoring Data
The monitoring data are used for the health and safety of river users by posting it in real time on the program website, http://ga2.er.usgs.gov/bacteria/.  The data are collected at two locations:  One upstream from Roswell at Medlock Bridge near Norcross and one downstream at Paces Ferry in Vinings.  The data are not used for meeting any state required monitoring.

Benefits to the City of Roswell
· Listed Partner -- If Roswell agrees to be a BacteriAlert Program Partner, the City will be listed on the website as a partner, in all program descriptions and on the new signage posted at both monitoring sites. 
· Regulatory Compliance -- The program is in direct correlation to rain events, when bacteria within the River increases; therefore, it can be an added component to the Georgia Environmental Protection Div. Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System permit required reporting for Public Education and Outreach, Education and City Webpage .
