


STATE OF GEORGIA				 			 					           	        					First Reading:    January 28, 2013	
FULTON COUNTY					        Second Reading:   February 11, 2013

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 13,
[bookmark: _GoBack]OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS, 
SECTION 13.1.3, DISCHARGE OF WEAPONS, OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL 


WHEREAS, State law provides that the governing authority of each municipal corporation shall have legislative power to adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, resolutions, or regulations relating to its property, affairs, and local government for which no provision has been made by general law; and 

	WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Roswell are charged with the protection of the public health, safety and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor and Council adopted an Ordinance in 2005 amending Roswell Code  Chapter 13, Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions, regarding the discharge of weapons within the City of Roswell; and

	WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council now wish to update the Ordinance regarding the discharge of weapons within the City of Roswell: 

	NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the City of Roswell, pursuant to their authority, do hereby adopt the following amendment: 
1.

Chapter 13, Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions, of the Code of Ordinances of the
City of Roswell, Georgia is hereby amended by deleting Section 13.1.3, Discharge of weapons in its entirety and substituting therefor a new Section 13.1.3, to read as follows:

Section 13.1.3 Discharge of weapons.
(a)	It shall be unlawful to discharge any firearm, air gun, BB gun, bow, or crossbow projecting lead or any missile, except as authorized by permit secured from the City Administrator or his designee, good for one year from the time of issuance. The City Administrator or his/her designee shall issue annual permits for the discharge of firearms, air guns, BB guns, bows or crossbows as to ensure the safety of the public. This section shall not be construed to prohibit any officer of the law from discharging a firearm in the performance of his duty, nor any citizen from discharging a weapon when lawfully defending person or property. 
(b)	In order to obtain an annual permit to discharge a firearm within the City of Roswell, such activity shall be conducted wholly within an approved and permitted indoor firing range.
(c)	In order to obtain an annual permit to discharge an air gun, BB gun, bow or crossbow within the City of Roswell, such activity shall meet at a minimum the following criteria:




1) A sufficient backstop must be provided to prohibit the projectile from leaving the property. A projectile entering a neighboring property as a result of the discharge is prima facie evidence of a violation of this Section.

2) The target or any piece of the target is prohibited from unreasonably leaving the property as a result of the discharge.

3) The discharge of the weapon must be on the applicant’s own land or the applicant must have express written permission of the property’s owner to discharge such a weapon on the property of another.

4) If discharging a weapon within 150 feet from a property line, any such discharge shall be toward the interior of the parcel upon which the discharge is occurring. 

5) All applicants must have taken and passed a State approved safety course, or obtained certification in the safe discharge of weapons, or show specific proof of training in the safe discharge of weapons.

6) No permit shall be obtained by a person under the age of 18, provided however, that this provision shall not prohibit a person under the age of 18 from the discharge of a permitted weapon if accompanied by and under the direct supervision of a permitted adult. 

7) Upon request by an officer or other authorized official, a current permit shall be available and be presented. Failure to timely provide such permit shall be a violation of this Section.

8) The discharge of a weapon must be on properties specified in such permit.

9) The City Administrator shall be authorized to obtain any other information deemed appropriate in the issuance of a permit.

		(d) Any person discharging a firearm, air gun, BB gun, bow or crossbow within the City of Roswell in violation of this ordinance or any person discharging a firearm, air gun, BB gun, bow or crossbow without a current permit or in violation of the permit criteria shall be punished as set forth in Section 1.1.3 of this Code, shall have an issued permit automatically revoked and shall not be eligible for a permit to discharge a weapon within the City of Roswell for a period of five (5) years.

		(e)  The cost of a permit to discharge a weapon shall be $25.00 for the first annual permit and $10.00 for the annual renewal of such permit provided the applicant is in compliance with all provisions of this Ordinance.

	 					2.

Severability.  Should any court of competent jurisdiction declare any section or part of this Ordinance invalid or unconstitutional, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof, which is not specifically declared to be invalid or unconstitutional.



3.

	Repeal of Conflicting Provisions.  All ordinances, parts of ordinances, or regulations in conflict herewith are repealed.

						4.

Renumbering.  It is the intention of the Mayor and Council, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances, City of Roswell, Georgia and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the day of its adoption, the public welfare demanding it.


The above Ordinance was read and approved by the Mayor and Council of the City of Roswell, Georgia, on the _____ day of ________________________ 2013.


							________________________________                                               
							Jere Wood, Mayor
Attest:

__________________________
Marlee Press, City Clerk
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Councilmember Jerry Orlans				Councilmember Rebecca Wynn

											                                         									
Councilmember Betty Price				Councilmember Richard Dippolito

											                                         									
Councilmember Kent Igleheart				Councilmember Nancy Diamond	






